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Editorial

Cover picture: Laoise, an Irish Wolfhound, 
photographed on the Chart by by Stella Scordellis 

Another quarter and we have had sun, rain and snow! 
Although the fields  are wet, the going soft  for the horses and 
the need to carry a raincoat wherever you go, the reservoirs are 
still not full and we are forecast a drier April and May. I am 
looking out of my window at a field of rape, and wondering 
how it is ever going to grow. The same is true for the hay 
Randall the other crops we will start harvesting in the summer. 

In the magazine this quarter, we have advice for horse and dog 
owners on The Chart, new places to go and enjoy yourselves, 
art in our own back yard and places to sing your hearts out. It 
couldn’t not be better for Spring.  

Having said that, we now have, according to the news this 
morning, no fewer than thirty-one unions on strike. 400,000 
people have downed tools over pay and conditions - the largest 
number since these strikes began. Apparently people stopping 
work range from junior doctors to railwaymen to barristers to 
civil servants to firemen (and women) to underground workers 
to teachers. Take your pick and they will be on strike. Enjoy 
the weather before the forecasters go on strike! 
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My brother and I ride our horses on the Chart pretty much every day. We 
meander through the woods and gallop up the paths or across the fields 
and have a wonderful time. Very rarely do we see another horse, but 
that’s perhaps because we go early in the mornings. Other horses 
obviously use the Chart as our picture of Katie and Molly below proves. 
We do, however, see a lot of dog walkers, some with one dog and some 
with many, (at least one nearby Local Authority has recently instituted a 
ban on dog walkers with more than four  dogs)  and we always try to 
stop and  talk.  

Talking to passers-by is advice which yet another local council has given  
recently, appealing to both riders and dog walkers to ensure that both can 
enjoy the open spaces together. It seems to us that a lot of dog walkers. 
and perhaps a lot of other horse riders, need to familiarise themselves 
with each other and each other’s animals. Dogs and horses can be, and 
should be, socialised and trained to accept each other otherwise they can 
kick and bite and bark and jump up and perhaps unseat a rider or attack 
their own walker. There was a tragic case  in  February very close to the 
Chart when a dog walker was  tragically killed when she met a rowdy 

When Horses and Dogs Meet
Alamy Stock Photo
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a rowdy dog or dogs. 

This month, figures were released saying police throughout the country 
had seized nearly 5000 dogs in the past three years, and although  
banning certain breeds was essential, a government statement says any 
dog can become dangerous  with bad owners.  

My brother and I are perhaps fortunate because we have both hunted 
and our horses are very used to dogs (or hounds when we are hunting!)  
and ignore them.  Lots of dog owners say exactly that to us: “Your 
horses are fine, but others aren’t!”  We always suggest to dog walkers 
who grab their dogs and hold them tight, to relax and hold them a little 
more loosely  and come and talk to us. Or come up to our stables at the 
top of Trevereaux Hill and allow their dogs to get used to ignoring 
horses. We are making some headway. There are plenty of dog walkers 
whose animals behave perfectly as we meet,  but there are some who it 
seems are a little nervous around horses. 

There is plenty of advice for both hose and dog owners to train your 
animal to meet and greet without  causing a rumpus. Frankly, the best 
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alex jones 
funeral directors &  
monumental masons 

Renowned Caring Service 
Offering Day & Night Attention 

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS 
BEAUTIFUL PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST MONUMENTAL MASONRY 

Oxted 01883 730383 
92 STATION ROAD EAST, OXTED, RH8 0QA 

 

Lingfield 01342 832534 
1 EAST GRINSTEAD ROAD, LINGFIELD, RH7 6EP  

Edenbridge 01732 860047 
29-31 HIGH STREET, EDENBRIDGE, TN8 5AD 

Forest Row 01342 822399 
1 ASHDOWN COURT, LEWES ROAD, FOREST ROW, RH18 5EZ 

 
 

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN 
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

We do meet some cyclists and they are usually very well behaved! 

way of doing this into introduce the animals in a field, starting far away, 
and leading them calmly to be near each other. You will need the  horse 
owners permission which may be difficult, although if you live near the 
top of Trevereaux Hill, you are welcome to try getting to know our 
horses. Everyone is welcome to come to our stables to try this out. 

If you are out with your horse or your dog in the countryside then 
approach slowly, but calmly. Most horses won’t object and most dogs will 
soon stop barking with a little help from their owners. Talking to each 
other is absolutely crucial. It might take one meeting or several, but each 
time reward your beast and the be calm the next time. If you are talking 
with the dog on the lead, let him off as soon as he is not pulling. Make 
sure, of course, that the dog will come back to you when called. 

There is no doubt that horses can be a bit terrifying for dogs - they are so 
much bigger than  anything else the dog is likely to meet on a walk. If you 
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are at all worried, keep your dog on the lead, and keep talking to him. 
If you are nervous of horses, this may well be  picked up by the dog, so 
it  is important that you you become familiar with the horse as well. 
Speak to the rider, approach the horse, and give him a pat. By the 
second or third time you meet a horse you can be assured you will be 
more comfortable and your  will have noting to bark about. The same 
advice should be taken by horse riders. If they are nervous of dogs, 
they should stop and although they won’t want to dismount, dog 
owners could help them by approaching slowly and talking. 

Patience is the watch word. And like the advice to the spider, if at first  
you don’t seem to be making much progress, try again. Both dogs and 
horses will get the idea in the end. So good walking and good riding. 

David Wickham 
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Situated in Caterham High Street is a former rectory in front of the 
building is a beautiful cedar tree. The tree is known to be approximately 
250 years old. Not only does the tree enjoy great age it is also the subject 
of folklore and superstition.  The tree is alleged to be cursed and haunted. 
Various stories concerning the origins of the curse have been handed 
down for generations.  One legend indicates that the tree is haunted by the 
spirit of a young girl who similarly haunts the rectory. There are other 
versions of haunting by a nun and monk who have allegedly been seen 
under the tree.  
  
The main legend is that of a witch who was executed either by being hung 
from the tree or tied to it until she died. It is said that in the course of her 
execution she placed a curse on the tree.  The nature of the curse is such 
that if you talk while passing under the tree something bad will befall you 
and or your loved ones. A similar version of the curse is that if you share 
gossip under the tree similar themes of the gossip will return to harm you.  
 The superstitious, and those who are not sure, refrain from talking when 
under the tree. A number of the superstitious further believe that to avoid 
the curse it is necessary to hold your breath when under the tree. 
  
I cannot tell you that ESW walk leaders have mystical abilities in dealing 
with management of curse or superstition this is left to the individual. I 
can assure you that our leaders are trained, responsible individuals who 
exercise their experience and ability to ensure walk participants have a 
safe and enjoyable walk experience.  

East Surrey Walkers are in full swing organising our 40th Anniversary 
Festival which will take place later in April between the 22nd and 30th. We 
hope you may join us to celebrate. Meanwhile,  Happy Walking. 
·       Coldest winter for yeaWhere it's likely to s 
Stephen Hanks  

East Surrey 
Walkers find  
another local 
legend!
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WE ARE THE DRAINAGE EXPERTS 
Blocked Drains - CCTV Surveys - Drain Repairs 

Septic Tanks - Drain Tracing - Excavation 

Call Dean on 01883 842 365. 
www.draindetectives.co.uk 
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Join the local WI
Limpsfield Village W I is a thriving group of ladies, meeting once a 
month in St. Peter’s Hall, Limpsfield.   Our total membership is 
approximately 60.  We meet at 12.30 on the first Wednesday of the month 
and enjoy a snack lunch together before the meeting starts at about 2 pm.

Our Committee selects a wide range of Speakers and we also enjoy Book 
Groups, Knit & Natter, Walking, Boules, Sales Table, Ladies Who Lunch 
with the year ending with a Christmas Lunch, this year held at the Royal 
British Legion, Limpsfield Chart.  We also arrange outings throughout the 
year.

You may have seen the Christmas trees leading up to St. Peter’s Church at 
Christmas - the W I contributes and decorates a tree every year. Members 
also knitted the poppies which adorn the lych gate every Remembrance 
Day.

If you are interested in further details, do please contact me and maybe 
come along as a Visitor initially.  You will be very welcome.

Sheila Alderdson
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A visit to The Woodhouse Centre in Oxted reveals a busy atmosphere 
with members and volunteers working together whilst seated at tables, 
at a bench or a sewing machine, or perhaps gathered in the “Men In 
Sheds” woodworking shop. A volunteer may be leading an activity 
with members gathered around, while some members work on their 
own projects, share ideas with one another, or tackle one of the many 
commissions  for repair, or creations requested by a customer.  
  
It's a hub of activity with lots going on. There’s the buzz of chatting 
while members make new friends, and catch up with old friends whom 
they’ve known for many years from working and crafting together at 
The Centre or The Shed. The hum of chat and laughter is occasionally 

Men  and Women welcome at Woodhouse Centre 
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interrupted by the clatter of a sewing machine and the tapping of 
upholstery hammers. And, in the case of The Shed, the sound of power 
tools tends to dominate. Everyone has something to work on, and 
someone to talk to.  
  
The Woodhouse Centre, and its Men In Sheds, is a charity whose 
objective is to work to prevent social isolation by encouraging people to 
come together to share the process of creating hand-crafted goods. Many 
of the items made are offered for sale to the public, so members 
experience the additional satisfaction of having produced something 
useful or beautiful that someone’s willing to pay for! Another source of 
activity and funding are commissions taken from the public, ranging 
from sewing to wooden furniture repairs or hand-made bird tables and 
the very popular ‘bug hotels.’  
  
When asked, members say “It’s such a lovely group.” As for the benefits: 
“new friendships and I’ve learnt new skills” said one, and another: “I 
find it very rewarding. I go home knowing I’ve done something good 
here. It’s a friendly, working atmosphere and I’m in good company.”  
  
Most members arrive with some skills, then learn from or share their 
experience with others, making an environment of camaraderie and 
creativity. The Centre has begun to offer workshops where newcomers 
learn crafts, brush up skills, and meet people. Coming up are How to 
Make a Bouquet (April), Sewing a Zipped Pouch (June) and Learn to 
Embroider (June). For more info, and to watch out for new workshops, 
visit www.thewoodhousecentre.org.uk , call 01883 715189 or drop in to 
The Centre, located in Hoskins Road opposite the Leisure Centre, behind 
Morrisons in Oxted.  
  
The Centre welcomes drop-ins anytime, for a look around, or a natter 
and a cuppa. So if you, or someone you know, might like to give The 
Woodhouse Centre or Men In Sheds a try, do drop in. It’s open Monday 
– Thursday, 09.30-12.30. The Shed is usually open Mon – Sat 
09.00-17.30 and, despite the name, it welcomes women too! 
  
The pandemic reminded us how important it is to stay connected to 
friends and family, and to keep our minds and hands busy with activities 
that bring us joy. The Woodhouse Centre has always combined both 
aims: why not give it a try? 

Liz Martin-Lawrence

http://www.thewoodhousecentre.org.uk/
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Our innovative approach to teaching helps create a love for learning.  
This empowers students with an inner belief to help every child  

fulfil their utmost potential.

Believe. Brave. Bold.
Instilling inner strength to create brave,  

young students for the future.

Our latest ISI Inspection 

Report rated the school 

as EXCELLENT in all 

aspects of teaching.

An independent Nursery and Prep School for girls and boys aged 9 months – 13 years

Book a private tour to find out more
www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk
Wolf’s Hill, Surrey, RH8 0QU. 01883 733841
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The Chart Fair - Save the date! 
 This year, the Limpsfield Chart Fair will be held on Sunday 18th June… 
Father’s Day! As last year, it will be run in partnership with the Limpsfield 
Chart Cricket Club and held on their Cricket Ground, off Moorhouse Road, 
from 12 noon to 4pm. As usual, there will be live music from a number of 
local bands, a presentation by the Surrey School of Dance, the popular Dog 
Show… a Prize Draw with super prizes …and food and drink including a 
BBQ offered by the Cricket Club! 
  
The extra space gives us an opportunity to increase the number of stalls and 
the range of games, competitions and activities.  So if you would like a stall 
or would like to help  run one of the games and competitions on the day, 
please contact me via the email address below. We hope to include 
 Father’s Tug of War…  perhaps a wellie throwing competition…! If you  
are a father and/or have an idea for a competition  and would like to 
help make Father’s Day a  really fun day, please get in touch! 
  
We will be delivering flyers  and putting up posters with more details in May 
and reminders through local social media. Make a note in your diary to turn 
up for yet another “grand day out” with lots of fun…! 
  
The Community Coffee Mornings 
Any surplus from each Chart Fair goes into the Chart Fair Project Fund and 
is used to help small local projects. The Cricket Club, the Friends of 
Limpsfield Common and the Community Orchard have each benefitted from 
small grants in the past. This year, the Chart Fair Planning Committee has set 
aside funds to organise, deliver and pay for a series of weekly Coffee 
Mornings held on Wednesdays from 10-12 noon in St Andrew’s Village Hall. 
Residents of the Chart, of all ages, are welcome to join us for free coffee, tea, 
biscuits and cakes in a warm and friendly space. Starting on 22 February, we 
hope to run these weekly through to Easter, in the first place.  
  
Diana Davy 
Chairman, Chart Fair Planning Committee 
Diana.green_davy@icloud.com 
Mobile: 07710745755 

mailto:Diana.green_davy@icloud.com
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We used to have a climbing rose Zephirine Drouhin in the garden– a 
gorgeous deep cerise rose with delicious scent.  It is however 
renowned for black spot.  According to the Wych Cross catalogue, it 
will stay healthier on a north wall/out of full sun. Most roses require 
at least 4 hours of sunshine to do well, but it depends on the variety. 
As Ethelind Fearon put it in the 1950s, 'if you can find a despised 
corner where some of the old rose species, like left over Gaiety Girls, 
(I had to google this and thankfully it wasn't as saucy as I suspected) 
can live and spread, grow six feet high and wide, weep on each 
others shoulders, spill their confetti and their perfume all around, and 
look like a million dollars, you should huddle together the the 
Provence rose, the Tuscany rose......the Souvenir de la 
Malmaison.....Zephyrine Drouhin.....there are so many to choose 
from.  I would include in these suggest ions, Rosa 
'Geranium' (Moyesii),  R. glauca and R. xanthina 'Canary Bird' – all 
single and some producing rose hips as well.  They may not flower 
for as long as the hybrid tea and floribunda roses but will grow 
where those won't.   

Another favourite of mine is the Banksiae rose, Rosa banksiae lutea 
– a thornless and unusually for a rose, semi evergreen, rambler 
bearing clusters of butter yellow tiny flowers.  It is not considered 
fully hardy so careful positioning is important – shelter from cold 
winds.  It flowers magnificently in April/May.  I drive past a good 
example of one located in Old Oxted on my way home.  It isn't 
commonplace. 

Our use of roses has changed, few of us having the kind of gardens 
suited to the formality of a whole bed of one plant. The advantage of 
mixing things up is that a variety of insects will be attracted to 
different flower and pollen made available and the likelihood of 
fungal problems like black spot or insects such as aphid decimating 
every plant will be reduced.   Incidentally, a good natural remedy for  
black spot is one tablespoon of baking soda mixed with a gallon of 
water (approx 4 litres) with a dash of horticultural/liquid soap to help 
it stick to the foliage.  If the black spot has been severe enough to 
defoliate the plant, a dose of epsom salts will help renew the foliage 
as long as it is applied before midsummer.  Applied too late in the 
season and foliage will not have enough time to mature. The other 
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issue with roses is that they take so much out of the soil that 
eventually, it becomes necessary to grub out and refresh the 
ground or move the roses somewhere else. 

We received the new National Trust membership magazine 
recently and I noticed with interest that they are marketing a 
selection of roses in conjunction with Blue Diamond garden 
centres, which includes several of the roses I often commend 
myself.  These include Arthur Bell (yellow floribunda), also 
marketed as 'Golden Bouquet' by Whartons Nursery,  Champagne 
Moment (Pale pink/apricot Hybrid Tea), Margaret Merril (White 
floribunda) and Fragrant Cloud (velvety red hybrid tea) – all 
known for their scent and repeat flowering.  All additions to the 
garden. 

Roses - for love and your garden!
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At home, I  have only one rose in my garden and that is Rosa x 
odorata 'Mutabilis', which is almost thornless and has distinctive 
single flowers that change colour from buff yellow, ageing to 
pink and crimson.  It flowers generously and has grown to about 
8ft, so ideal for front door position and it is scented.  If you only 
have space for one rose, then, well, this is my choice, although it 
may not be considered a typical rose.  Wych Cross do list it, 
incidentally. I also love 'For your eyes only' – rose of the year 
2015.  Beautiful single salmon with darker eye.  What's your 
favourite?   
  
Emily Tawse 

07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 
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T:   01883 712 375 
E:   oxted@jackson-stops.co.uk
W:  jackson-stops.co.uk

For Sales or Lettings
contact us today

People Property  Places

A winning match
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PENTLAND PROPERTIES 
All building works, including: 

Extensions 
Refurbishment 

Oraganeries 

Loft Conversions 
Landscaping 

References from satisfied customers available 
5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX 

01883 819 617/07958590 426 
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Ranger’s Report

Brian’s Bench

Since my last report the Volunteers have been working every week at 
West Heath, which is an area I hadn’t worked on since my arrival and 
felt a bit neglected. 

It’s been a two-pronged attack – one team working in the woods, 
clearing mainly Laurel & Holly. Parts of the bottom part of the Heath 
had become swamped, and this is bad for woodland habitat, as well as 
not pleasant for regular users of the Common. Today was our last day 
using chainsaws, so we won’t get everything finished, but there is 
already a dramatic improvement, and we can complete it in the 
Autumn. The second team have been working on the heathland area, 
clearing Silver Birch, Bramble and Bracken. We will carry on clearing 
the heath area now we have stopped tree felling. 

We have a contractor coming in next week to put large scrapes in at 
Moorhouse; Little Heath; Chart Green & Happy Valley. He will be 
doing two at each site, which will clear the bracken rhizomes and 
hopefully expose the heather seedbank. They will take a while to bear 
fruit, but hopefully in three to four years time we will have young 
heather plants pushing through. 

Our tree surgeon has cleared the viewpoint behind the Air Raid 
Shelters & it now offers a fabulous view towards the Downs. We’ve 
also hosted two visits from Cub & Beaver groups, and we now have a 
group of volunteers who will be looking after future visits. Many 
thanks to Mark Richards for sharing his knowledge with us on these 
visits.  

We’ve also placed some large sandstone barriers near the British 
Legion & cricket club. This is to prevent parking on the small grass 
triangle and prevent people driving onto the cricket pitch. 

Five out of the eight information boards are now installed. The last 
three are finished and ready for collection. I’ve put panels up at 
Ridlands and Scearn Bank, and the others will be up shortly. 

Men in Sheds have now supplied all the bird & bat boxes that we 
ordered, with the Owl House in particular being particularly 
impressive. These will be going up in Ridlands in the next month or 
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STEVEN HAWKINS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD. 

Bathrooms, Heating Systems, Radiators, Boiler Servicing and Repairs, 
General Plumbing, Boiler Changes, Cylinder Replacements 

FREE ESTIMATES 
CITY AND GUILDS & CORGI REGISTERED 

 
TEL: 01732 863183 

MOBILE: 07980 607491

so. Also, at Ridlands I hope you’ve seen the lovely Ancient 
Woodland interpretation panels that have gone up. These are very 
interesting & informative and will tell visitors about this increasingly 
rare habitat. The Stag Beetle Hotel will also be being installed 
shortly. 

We are going to be installing height barriers at Moorhouse & Scearn 
Bank, together with solar lighting & CCTV which I’m hoping will 
reduce the amount of antisocial activity. 

Fantastic also to see all our hard work paying off at Yalden Spring 
which is currently full of spawn and amorous frogs. Keeping dogs 
out has made a real difference and please don’t disturb this 
wonderful sight. 

Jeremy Saunders 

See the article about Men in Sheds on page  12 - Ed 
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LANGDALE 
LANDSCAPES

Ltd

Specialising in
Professional Garden Design & 

Construction
www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk

01732 700199
Company Reg No. 4151818

Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd 
(formerly Godstone Glass) 

Studio 20, Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey, RH8 8RF 

01293 278326 

email: ksg.sharon@gmail.com 

http://www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
mailto:ksg.sharon@gmail.com
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The Woodhouse Centre provides a place 
for people to come together for  
companionship and to share the spirit of a 
cheerful busy environment while  
participating in creative activities including: 
knitting, needlework, tapestry, caning, 
woodwork and other crafts. 

THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE 
The local Centre in Oxted offering companionship and crafts  

BECOME A MEMBER: Would you, or someone 
you know, benefit from meeting new people, 
working together on craft or woodworking  
projects? You can bring your own ideas, join a 
group project, or just chat.  Drop in for a visit 
and meet members and staff.   

BECOME A VOLUNTEER: We welcome  
creative, friendly volunteers who can help The Centre and Men In Sheds 
in different ways. Let us know how you could help - even for a few hours 
a week.  

TAKE PART IN A WORKSHOP: We offer short, workshops teaching crafts 
and creative activities. Past workshops include: crochet, wreath-making, 
macrame, and using your sewing machine.  
Check our website for upcoming dates.  

USE OUR SERVICES: We accept commissions 
for small woodworking or sewing projects,  
furniture repairs, upholstery and chair caning. 
Drop in to see a selection, or look for our  
upcoming sales and events. 

www.thewoodhousecentre.org.uk | 01883 715189  
opposite Tandridge Leisure Centre in Oxted  

Registered Charity No. 1198197  
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On Saturday 2n0th May at 5pm the Oxted and Limpsfield Choral Society 
will be putting on a super concert entitled “Spring into Summer”. Opening 
with Vivaldi’s Gloria the programme includes popular pieces by John 
Rutter, Bob Chilcott and others, plus strawberries and fizz, outside if 
weather permits. Tickets are now available from all choir members at £15 
per person with concessions for children. We would be delighted to see 
you. 

This year we are having a recruitment drive to attract new members, 
especially in the tenor and bass sections; ensuring our numbers remain 
healthy will help us maintain the high standard of our concert singing. We 
will continue to practice after our summer concert and would be delighted 
to welcome potential singers to a series of Monday evening “taster” 
evenings at the URC on the 5th ,12th and 19th of June. 

OLCS is a friendly, social choir committed to working together to improve 
and raise standards in concert and choral works. We don’t have auditions 
and although some knowledge of sight reading is useful it is not essential. 
Our repertoire includes classical choral works, folk songs, songs by Lloyd-
Webber, Gershwin, Paul Simon etc.; from Bach to Bacharach, you might 
say. And, we also enjoy getting together socially for our annual quiz night 
and occasional supper. More details on our website olcs.org.uk/join-us.  
We’ll look out for you. 

Terry Cartwright (Chair OLCS)

Great choral singing!Type to enter textGreat choral singing

http://olcs.org.uk/join-us
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Spring is coming up at Squerryes, and we can’t wait for what a new season 
has in store at our historic Westerham estate. Our Members have the 
upcoming Opera at Squerryes Court to mark in the diaries on Saturday 22nd 
April, when Opéra D’Argento will perform favourite arias from much-
loved operas, accompanied with wines and seasonal canapés from 7.30pm.  
Become a Member by going onto our website. 

Tours and tastings resume from April to October, as we invite visitors to 
follow our vines’ growing season with a guided tour of the vineyard to learn 
all about the spirit of our terroir, and then a taste of three vintage sparkling 
wines from our collection in the contemporary Cork Room. 

We are  also preparing to open exclusive spaces with private hire. Celebrate 
in style at Squerryes Court, soak up some sunshine with the Covered 
Terrace & Lawn and an optional Cork Room, or settle in for an exquisite 
feast with loved ones, dining the days away in Squerryes Winery 
Restaurant, at the heart of our winemaking business. 

At the Deli and Cellar Door, our Garden Café fully opens, and our weekly 
Saturday markets resume in March, while our tasting tables are already 
proving popular with visitors, for a great way to relax and unwind with a 
line-up of wonderful wines and charcuterie. 
  

The place to go
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Under new management and now linked with the 
Wheatsheaf at Bough Beech, the staff at the Carpenters 
Arms offer you a warm welcome to our newly redecorated 
pub and restaurant. We have a new menu too and a great 
choice of wines, beers and lagers. As always walkers (with 
or without dogs) are very welcome as well as our loyal 
locals and lovely passers by.

Please see our website for more info: 
www.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk

We look forward to welcoming you.
Nick, Jo and the lovely team.

01883 722209

http://www.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk/
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PLATINUM PLUMBING 

Your friendly and reliable local plumber 

- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms 
- Free estimates 
- City & Guilds qualified 
- Fully insured 
- DIY jobs rescued 
- No call out charge 
- Clean & tidy work 

Andrew Barter B.Sc. 
01959 562784   07891 782727 

The provenance of our produce is front and centre as the weather warms 
up too. A sustainable focus on estate-led seasonality underpins everything 
we do - an ethos that we’re proud to showcase across our menus, as we 
take a nose-to-tail approach so that nothing goes to waste. Following a 
‘Sustainability News Year’s Resolution’, we’re now sourcing over 50% of 
starters and main courses directly from our estate. With a side of beef to 
work through - in addition to our lamb grazing in Squerryes Park - we’re 
also excited for an early season of foraging, with the emphasis on 
longevity, stewardship, and ethical, responsible sourcing. 
   
Find out the full details via our website, and make a day of it here at our 
award-winning vineyard and winery. No matter where, when, or how you 
decide to join us, we’ll be on hand to provide you with a warm welcome, 
and assist you in making our 300-year-old home your own, where ‘licet 
esse beatis’ - it is permitted to be joyful. 

Henry Warde 
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One of my colleagues asked me recently whether I thought that we were 
witnessing the death of the NHS. This is a common conversation amongst 
NHS staff at the present times as it experiences some of the most severe 
pressures in its 70-year history. We have heard of a crisis affecting the NHS 
year on year but working in the centre of it this does feel different. From a 
personal perspective it is sad to see, one of the biggest challenges NHS 
staff face is the sense of not being able to provide the care that we are 
trained to deliver or that we aspire to. The cause is multi factoral. 

The current floundering in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic is 
frequently blamed on that, when the reality is that the is the tip of the 
iceburg. What we currently face is the consequence of years if raising 
public expectation regarding what can be delivered in parallel with years of 
inadequate planning and under-resourcing. 

This situation has never been more at the forefront this week as we face the 
72 hour period of junior doctor industrial action. This has left grave 
concern regarding the safety for patients in hospital and for those requiring 
emergency treatment  due to the sparsity of doctors available to provide 
cover and that sparsity exists even after the cancellation of tens of 
thousands of outpatients appointments and operations. Whilst this 
particular situation comes in a long line of similar, relating to demands for 
pay restoration, there are several other challenges facing our NHS that will 
further  impact on the already record breaking waiting lists. 

The crux of the workforce problem is a  mismatch between supply and 
demand. This is due to a variety of reasons including;  high rates of 
sickness, which can been compounded by the physical and emotional toll 
following the pandemic but also from the continual and relentless need to 
work without sufficient staff. In addition we have felt the impact of early 
retirements and doctors restricting working hours due to punitive pension 
taxation rules alongside Brexit and lower immigration during the 
pandemic. The latest data shows that there are 133,446 vacancies, which is 
9.7% of the NHS workforce. More than one quarter of these are nurses, 
with 47,496 vacancies or 11.9% of the total nursing workforce. Whilst high 
vacancy rates are not caused by lack of funding per se, as a vacancy 
implies there are funds available. However financial issues such as 
declining real terms pay make it harder to attract young people into the 
NHS  and then to  retain them in the profession in the long term.  

(continued on page 33) 

The NHS - from the inside
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07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 

Priest’s Letter
Dear friends, 

There’s a bit of a fuss going on about crowns: Who should wear which? And 
what should each contain? Charles will be crowned with the solid gold, 17th 
Century, St Edward's Crown, exceptionally heavy, and only used at the 
moment of coronation. Maybe that’s symbolically appropriate, which the 
King will experience as a future reminder – as Shakespeare wrote in Henry 
IV part 2: ‘Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown’ (often rewritten as 
‘Heavy lies the head’,  most recently by UK grime artist Stormzy who uses 
this line in his album ‘Heavy is the Head’). 

The Queen's death reignited the debate about how some royal gemstones 
were obtained by the British empire. Much of the controversy centres 
around diamonds found in two other crowns. The queen consort is to wear a 
recycled crown for the coronation that will not feature the  Koh-i-Noor 
diamond, perhaps the largest in the world, seized by the East India Company 
in 1849 and presented to Queen Victoria, and which featured in the late 
queen mother’s crown in 1937. Instead, a modified version of Queen Mary’s 
crown, made for the 1911 coronation and commissioned by Queen Mary, the 
consort of George V, will be used.  

The diamond is controversial for the circumstances in which it was acquired, 
and what it has come to symbolise. A spokesperson for the Indian prime 
minister, Narendra Modi, was recently reported as saying it “brings back 
painful memories of the colonial past”. In tribute to our late Queen, the 
crown will be reset with the Cullinan III, IV and V diamonds, part of her 
personal jewellery collection and often worn by her as brooches. 
  
I shall enjoy the spectacle of the coronation weekend along with millions of 
others, but all of this will be put in perspective a month earlier by the one 
Christians call ‘The King of kings’, whose only crown on earth was a crown 
of thorns, thrust on him by a jeering crowd at his cross. He referred to his  
crucifixion in advance of it as his enthronement! How counter-cultural! But 
also how enduringly appealing, as not millions but thousands of millions 
two thousand years later celebrate Easter across the world. Join us at 10am 
on Easter Day. 

Paul Perkin 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/india
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ST ANDREW’S SPRING PROGRAMME 

EASTER EVENTS 

Good Friday Service, Friday 7th April,10am. Reflection on the cross of Christ 
Easter Day Celebration, Sunday 9th April, 10am (for all ages) 
Easter Families@Four, Sunday 9th April, 4pm (for parents & children under 
8). Songs, activities, Easter Egg Treasure Hunt, interactive bible story, 
children’s tea 
  
Community Coffee Mornings, Wednesdays from 10-12 in St Andrew’s Hall 
(initiative of the Chart Fair committee) 

 CORONATION WEEKEND 
  

  

Saturday 6th May, Midday Ringing out of coronation church bells 
Sunday 7th May, 10am Coronation Service 
12 midday BBQ in Church Garden and Families Fun afternoon, Bouncy 
Castle & Tea 
  
  
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH SPIRE needs a new crown! Over the summer we 
are planning to renew the shingles on the spire. Would you like to join us in 
buying one or more oak shingles? More details of the Church Coronation 
will be published soon! 
  
HALL BOOKINGS: Michael Rainbird 01883 713683 
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FREE 

THOROUGHBRED 

HORSE MANURE 
with virtually no straw,  
sawdust or shavings.  

Collect from Limpsfield Chart,  
by wheel barrow or trailer,  

and take it home.  
It’s the best food available  

for your garden. 
0777 1784322 

Daisy Chain Large from the Layla Faye wallpaper collection

and the very best in free advice

Your choice 
for paint and 
wallpaper

Your choice 
for paint and 
wallpaper
and the very best in free advice

O P E N  TO  T H E  T R A D E  A N D  P U B L I C  S I N C E  1 9 0 4

YOUR FIRST PURCHASE
Pick up a Brewers Card in-store  
or register for one online

Over 170 stores nationwide. Visit your local branch in Redhill
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One of the great successes of our NHS is that advances in healthcare 
and a focus on prevention has resulted in an increased life expectancy. 
However with this comes and increasingly ageing population which 
puts increased pressure on primary care and social care services. This 
puts further pressure into our hospitals with more patients attending our 
emergency departments and delays to discharge, all adding up to 
extreme bed pressures further compounding the stress on staff of 
managing people in suboptimal environments and also in terms of 
causing cancellation of elective procedures. All in all hospitals feel like 
pressure cookers, without a steam outlet valve. This is demonstrated in 
our statistics with December seeing 54000 people in England waiting 
for  more than 12 hours for emergency admission. This number was 
virtually zero prior to the pandemic. Put simply, if more people come 
to the front door needing treatment and discharge from the other end is 
delayed the consequence is that hospitals rapidly run out of space and 
as a consequence we become unable to take patients over from our 
paramedic crews which in turn delays our ambulances getting back on 
the roads to help the next person in need. 

There is a constant call for increased funding which is desperately 
needed, the UK expenditure on healthcare is some 18% lower that our 
EU counterparts add to that the fact that the UK has the lowest number 
of hospital beds per population. However increased funding will not 
immediately fix our problem. We need a mutli-pronged attack with 
increased training, a review of pay and working conditions in order to 
retain staff, increased focus on preventative care and a management of 
expectation in terms of what the NHS can currently deliver. 

All is this said, as a senior leader in the NHS who still works at the 
coalface I wouldn’t change my career path. It is still incredibly 
rewarding. The NHS is still there for us all but needs to be handled 
with care. 

Dr. Jane Evans Consulatant in General Medicine, St. Georges 
Hospital and  Divisional Chair  for  Medical and Cardiovascular 
Sciences 
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In case you're already wondering, this article isn't about the fantasy 
government policy that's talked up so much but no Minister really 
seems to understand what it really is. Boris excluded of course! Nor is 
it about the Levellers, the Folk/Rock group of that name. (I highly 
recommend giving them a go, if you need cheering up. And don't we 
all right now!) Nor is it about the Political movement of the 1640s that 
sought to level up before Boris ever thought of it and ended when 
Oliver Cromwell finally went nuts and proclaimed himself Emperor. 
We all know what happened in the end, that's why we now have a King 
Charles III. 

Anyway I've digressed and I'll get on with the matter in hand. We, 
that's Penny and I, have long wished to see a murmuration of 
Starlings.  You can see them on the pier in Brighton but we decided to 

Levelling down - in Somerset



35

venture further afield. So, we recently made a trip to Wedmore in 
Somerset where within half an hour's drive you can see a 
murmuration down on the RSPB reserve at a place called Ham 
Wall.  Between November and April you can see 500,000 starlings 
gather for their evening roost on the reed beds. It is a spectacular 
display and after they've  landed the noise is incredible as there are, 
I'm told about 500 to every square yard of their roosting site. As 
you walk back to the car park you can hear all the other, many, 
many birds that live on the reserve as they call to each other whilst 
settling down for the night. We saw egrets and herons flying within 
easy sight of us in the gathering dusk. We didn't even need to use 
our binoculars. 

Because there are so many starlings in a small area, every few days 
they shift position. You can find out exactly where to watch by 
phoning the Starling hotline that's updated every day on 07866 
554142. It's a recorded message. It's best to get to the viewing 
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place about 40 minutes before sunset. Some birds will have flown over 
20miles to arrive at the roosting place so timing is rather approximate 
and why you don't want to leave it too late. It's a 10 minute walk from 
the car park. Wear stout shoes or boots, the paths at Ham Wall are 
pretty good but can be muddy in some places. Make sure you wrap up 
well. It gets very cold standing around waiting. 

Ham Wall is not just about starlings either, there are as I've mentioned, 
many other birds to see and several hides if you want to spend more 
time bird watching. 

If it's a cloudless night check to see if the moon is rising above the 
horizon, the second night we were there it was magnificent. Sadly my 
picture does not do it justice. 

Anyway this year it gave me the winter fix I needed as it makes your 
heart lift to see the starlings all gathering a swirling about.  I was told 
that 20 years ago there were 5m birds that came to roost at Ham Wall, 
(don’t worry I won't bang on about global warming). But it does make 
me wonder what will happen to the birdlife where they plan on 
opening a coal mine instead of a manufacturing facility for green 
energy generation. 

For anyone interested in a trip to Wedmore, I'd recommend the Swan 
for food and accommodation. You can get to Wells in 40 minutes and 
Bath in an hour. Glastonbury Tor too although I don't recommend 
the town. So there's plenty to do if you have a few nights there. We 
timed our trip to be able to go to Wedmore by Lamplight. On 7th 
December or the nearest Wednesday to it, the village puts on a 
splendid evening to get the Christmas spirit going, but you’ve missed 
that for this year! 

I should finish by saying that any political views expressed in this 
article (are there any?) are mine and not those of Chart News! 

David Claridge
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Our Philosophy:  Caring, Honest, Open & Respectful
Since opening in 1986 we have been a leading provider of residential, respite and day care.

We are run by a highly professional team and supported by over 70 volunteers to provide 
residents with a full and active life within a secure and homely environment.

For information, please contact:
Pam Packham, House Manager

David Gresham House
2 Oak Close, Oxted, Surrey, RH8 0BA

Tel:  01883 715948
Email: info@davidgreshamhouse.co.uk 

Web: davidgreshamhouse.co.uk

Our Care Home was rated as:  
GOOD - April 2020

Registered Society 23568R – An Exempt Charity

  1

              Country Hire and GoCountry Hire and Go

    Call: 07723 054863         

PRIVATE HIRE | ELECTRIC BIKE HIRE & SALES

  NO JOURNEY TOO SHORT OR RURAL FOR OUR LOCAL CARS  

   WE DELIVER & COLLECT OUR UNIQUE E-BIKE TO YOUR LOCATION 

Airports | Events | School | Appointments | Shopping | Nights Out | All Day Excursions

● Female Drivers Available 
● Personalised Travel, pet friendly
● Luxury 4 Passenger Vehicles
● Friendly & Professional 
● Great rates, cash/card payments, 24 hour, 7 days a week one rate (*subject to availability) 

● UK designed and built  
● Fat Tyres, Retro and super comfort for touring
● Pedal Assist System for motorised speeds up to 15.5 mph 
● Up to 40 miles on one charge
● Half | full day |2 or 3 day hire 
● Safety and security equipment, maps and route planning, charger upon request
● Gift Vouchers for Experience Days
● E-Bike sales

Email: countryhireandgo@outlook.com
     www.countryhireandgo.com|
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The Arts Society Limpsfield (TASL) was recently renamed. It used to be 
NADFAS, which was started in 1975 making us one the oldest societies that 
is affiliated to The Arts Society. In the first year or two, men were not allowed 
to join, but fortunately that time has passed. 

Now we are an active Society with nine lectures a year (Afternoon 2.15 pm 
and then an Evening repeat at 7.30 pm), 10 Visits (including a Study Day) to 
exhibitions and places of interest (at reduced Group rates) plus several social 
events. The lectures are normally held in St. Peter’s Hall in Limspfield, and 
guests are always welcome. 

As it happens, next nonth we are having our annual lunch at  St. Peter’s Hall, 
and afterwards we have a talk by Alexandra Sheldon, on the four wonderful 
Canelletos at Titsey House, one of which is pictured above. Ms. Sheldon is a 
Canaletto specialist and also, as it happens, a guide at Titsey. Obviously the 
paintings are well worth going to see in situ. 

If our programme encourages you, please look at our website -  
 theartssocietylimpsfield or email me on johnholmes90@live.co.uk.  
We very much look forward to seeing any of you. 

John Holmes, Chair, TASL 

Famous art in our backyard

http://theartssocietylimpsfield.org.uk/Home.aspx
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Chartfords Trees Ltd 

Tree Removal & Felling Hedge Trimming 

Pruning Work Shrub Pruning 

Stump Grinding 

Tree Planting 
Safety Work 

Logs & Woodchip 
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This time of year is great! Despite mud, wind and cold you can really see the 
trees on the Common in all their wonder. Whilst out walking around the Family 
Activity Trail (Here is the link: https://limpsfield.org/friends-of-limpsfield-
common-family-activity-trail/ ) I spotted this curious Co-Joined Tree !  

I asked our Ranger, Jeremy about it  who said ‘I think they have just grown too 
closely together, but very interesting as two types of tree, looks like a Scots Pine 
on the right, not sure about the other one without an inspection. Trees do 
apparently communicate with each other, so perhaps these two have just become 
close friends. By the looks of it when they have touched the left hand tree has 
changed direction so I will definitely have a look at it.’ 

We hope you enjoy Limpsfield Common throughout all of 2023. To become a 
Member of the Friends of Limpsfield Common please complete our online 
membership form: https://form.jotform.com/202643003650341 or email 
friendsoflimpsfieldcommon@gmail.com 

Maggie Morgan 

  

The Curious Co-Joined Tree !

https://limpsfield.org/friends-of-limpsfield-common-family-activity-trail/
https://limpsfield.org/friends-of-limpsfield-common-family-activity-trail/
https://form.jotform.com/202643003650341
mailto:friendsoflimpsfieldcommon@gmail.com
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TREE SURGERY
Professional Tree Care Service

Fully Qualifi ed & Insured Team
 Felling and Stump Removal
 Storm Damage Cleanups
 Crown Thinning, Lifting and Reduction
 Hedgecutting

Get in Touch for Free Consultation and Advice
T: 01342 851 385 M: 07808 645 800
W: www.katsuragardens.co.uk
E: philip@katsuragardens.co.uk

 07808 645 800
 www.katsuragardens.co.uk

 philip@katsuragardens.co.uk

KatsuraGardensS34.indd   1 21/07/2017   11:32
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Changing  
of the 
guard

Helen Ellson, outgoing 
Chair of the Limpsfield 
Community Orchard, 
with the two new Wassail 
Masters Masters, James 
Reeves and  Stephen 
Rapoport 

A l l p h o t o s b y B o b 
Mathews

Just in time for the 2023 Wassail at the Limpsfield Community Orchard 
(LCO) there is exciting news. Thanks to articles carried in this magazine and 
in local press during autumn 2022, LCO has a new year-round leadership 
team and two fresh young voices to ring in the Winter Wassail!  

Incoming Chair, Will Turner says he is ‘hugely excited’ to be taking over 
from Helen Ellson. Having recently moved to the area with his young 
family and responded to what he describes as the Orchard’s ‘call to arms’, 
he is keen to continue Helen’s ‘brilliant work and dedication to the 
community over the past 13 years’. Originally a farmer’s son from 
Buckinghamshire, Will is a passionate conservationist, countryside steward, 
engineer and apple lover! 
  
Will is joined by Barbara Forrest as the new Treasurer, and Helen Dixon as 
Secretary. Barbara, an accountant by training as well as a keen gardener, 
tends her own apple trees in her garden and allotment. And when Helen 
moved to Limpsfield 18 months ago, she discovered a 120 year-old apple 
tree in her new garden. She and her husband had previously lived in 
Switzerland and while there became familiar with the community orchard 
concept, so she is all the more pleased now to help manage Limpsfield 
Community Orchard. 
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Chart News 
Chart News is published fin full colour four times a year, in March, June, September 
and December. 600 copies are distributed free of charge to every household on the 
Chart, and copies are also available in the Carpenters Arms, the Church, The Memorial 
Stores and elsewhere. We are always on the look out for news and articles. Please email 
them to dwickham@indimage.com or ring 01883 652113. 

Publishing Dates  
   Copy Date           Publishing Date 
 Summer     18th June              24th June  
 Autumn                  12th September             19th September 
 Winter                  30th November            10th December  
              Spring    16th March  2024          23rd March, 2024  

Advertising costs for 4 issues:  
Page £125;  Inside cover £150;  Back cover £140;  ½ page £65;  ¼ page £35. Enquiries to Sarah 
Houghton on 01883 713960 or email: sathoughton@aol.com Please mention Chart News when 
replying to an advertisement.

mailto:sathoughton@aol.com
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This year’s Wassail was masterminded for the first-time by Carolle 
Stent, and I had the opportunity to sound out Stephen Rapoport and 
James Reeves, both young Dads with their own busy working lives, on 
how they had become our new Wassail Masters: 

Stephen: ‘I was a volunteer at the community orchard, and learned about 
the Wassail through other volunteers. I am a great lover of nature and 
deeply care about my children’s connection to the planet. I also love 
cider. So when I was asked to get involved it was a quick and easy yes!’ 

James: ‘I didn’t initially understand what I was getting into! It just 
sounded like a wonderful old tradition. Working with Stephen was an 
exciting prospect. But when I met the founder Helen Ellson and her team 
on site, I realised it also meant we could be part of something special, 
working with people who had given their time to create something 
beautiful for their community.’  

I asked how they’d been able fit in preparation for their new roles: 
Stephen: ‘I’m self-employed which gives me the freedom to make time 
for the things I really care about. When needs be, I do a little less work 
and spend more time in the woods.  And the girls have loved getting 
stuck in, helping with the speeches, building the fire and volunteering on 
the night so it’s a wonderful thing to make time for. 

James: ‘Work was pretty busy before and after the Christmas holidays so 
it was a challenge, plus being our first time we had to learn about 
Wassail and the ritual, research the history of the orchard, write our 



46

The French Connectionspeeches from scratch and make our wassail master outfits! But a deadline 
works wonders plus the 2023 Wassail organiser, the masterful Carolle 
Stent, was encouraging and supported us whenever needed.’  

And how did it feel to be part of this 'pagan' festival in such a peaceful 
part of the south-east of England? 
Stephen: ‘It’s a perfect match! Paganism is a system of beliefs that 
celebrates and worships nature and mystic feminine power; two things the 
world needs now more than ever. And what better place to celebrate 
mother earth than the middle of the Surrey Hills, surrounded by ancient 
woodland? It’s bliss.’ 

James: ‘I like that a ‘pagan’ festival implies we are involved in a custom 
that has survived the arrival of more widespread religions and authorities 
and as such has probably been around for thousands of years. It stems 
from a simpler time when a good fruit harvest would have been part of a 
community’s survival as well as a source of delicious food and happiness. 
It is universal in that sense, encompassing all peoples…All to the sounds 
of the North Downs Drummers…You only understand the magic when 
you’re there.’ 

Deborah Lawrence 

The Limpsfield Community Orchard’s funding comes mainly from the 
annual £10 donation made by the Friends of the Orchard. It is run entirely 
by volunteers. To learn more and to get involved visit: http://
orchardlimpsfield.blogspot.co.uk/ 
  

http://orchardlimpsfield.blogspot.co.uk/
http://orchardlimpsfield.blogspot.co.uk/
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It turns out that this is the season for toads to cross our roads and be 
crushed by oncoming cars! Which is why there are toad patrols all 
over the country to help these charming little creatures across the 
road safely  and  get to to their traditional nesting grounds. Toads are 
apparently creatures of habit and always go to the same place. The 
nearest toad patrol  to The Chart is actually in Westerham, at the 
bottom of Goodley Stock Road, where for the last weeks or so and 
until April or May, teams of volunteers have been gathering to patrol 
the road and rescue the toads. And Tandridge Council has helpfully 
provided a road sign  to warn traffic of what is going on. A group of 
the volunteers are out every night  when it is not too cold.  

There are at least two Limspfield Chart residents among the group, 
Jane Evans and Jane Fisher, and perhaps there are others. This is 
actually the first year that this Westerham group of Toad Patrollers 
has been operating. On the warmer evenings they have done an 
amazing job. The day before we went to press they collected over 
400, toads, which goes someway to prove the numbers  there are and 
the number that must get crushed by the traffic if their journey is 
unprotected. The toads are picked up and put in buckets and simply 
helped across the road and left to get on their way.  

The group is managed by Terry Goldsmith (contactable on 
meanmachine392003@yahoo.co.uk)  who would be delighted to hear 
of more volunteers to help in this invaluable task. 

David Wickham

Toad  
Patrol

mailto:meanmachine392003@yahoo.co.uk
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subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. E&OE August 2017. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 28 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated. 

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL EXPERT IS HERE TO HELP

 2017- LP AUTUMN L A4 (GENERIC) .indd   1 22/08/2017   13:12

 LACIRTCELE DETXO
tseW daoR noitatS 6   , detxO .  PE9 8HR

:leT 445517 38810    :liamE  
 ku.oc.lacirtceledetxo@selas

• Post Office 
• Fresh Produce 
• Groceries  
• Newsagent  
• Sta<onery  
• Household supplies

Your LOCAL Community Shop 
(established in 2000 by local residents) 

Whether you’d like to become a new member, interested in becoming a volunteer 
or want to come in to shop, we'd love to see you. But come and support us.  

Monday to Friday: 8am - 5pm  Post Office 9.am - 5pm (closed 1-2 ) 
Saturday:  8.30am – 12.30pm   Post Occie 9am - 12.30pm 
Sunday:  8.00 am  - 12.00 pm   Post Office closed 

Drop in, call 01883 713306 or visit www.limpsfield stores.co.uk
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M &M WALKER 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS 

ARTEXING & PLASTERING 

PLUMBING   ●    HEATING 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

Tel 01732 863155 

                                                  www.olcs.org.uk   Registered Charity No 298200.    

 

  
 

A Musical Evening 

“Spring into Summer” 
Featuring 

VIVALDI’S GLORIA 
and 

A SELECTION OF LIGHTHEARTED SONGS 
Musical Director:     Michael Burbidge 

               Soloist:    Lindsay Gowers 

on 

SATURDAY 20 th MAY @ 5.00pm 
United Reformed Church,  Bluehouse Lane,  

Oxted RH80AA  

Tickets £15 from: 01959 577749 or On the Door 

To include strawberries & a glass of fizz 

 

 

 

 

 

The 
CHART FAIR 

Do you want a stall at the 2023 
Chart Fair? The date is Sunday, 
18th June, 2023 and it will be 
held on the Cricket Field, with 
lots of space for stalls, games, 
dog shows and food. 

But please get your bids in early 
because last year we were full.  

Please contact Diana Davy on: 

diana.green_davy@icloud.com 
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CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING 

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP 
Integrative and Bereavement 

Counsellor 

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and 
Loss, Depression, Eating Disorders, 

low Self-Esteem, Isolation, Loneliness, 
Infertility, 

Miscarriage, Stress 

For further information  
without commitment 

07507 602744 

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre  
01883 717277 

Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com 

R S Geal

Painting & Decorating


Interior & Exterior


38 years Experience


Fully Insured


Free Estimates


Tel: 01883 626802

          07860 140311

GuBers 
Cleaned 
Unblocked 
Repaired 
References available 
Call John Mully 
Te: 01883 716245 
Mob: 07711747640

mailto:carol.wickham@btinternet.co.uk
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Pages from the Past…
For the second time in as many 
years, I have had a charming and 
fascinating little book passed my 
way for review. In Chart News 
Summer 2021 I wrote about 
Robin Peel’s ‘Literary Oxted and 
Limpsfield: the Edward Garnett 
Years’ and managed to make 
contact with the author. He was 
so pleased to hear that there is a 
reference copy of his book in our 
Local History room in Oxted 
Library. 

Now I am pleased to bring you 
some of the delights of ‘Pages 
f rom the Pas t in Oxted , 
Limpsfield and Tandridge’ by W.F. Mumford, described in the 
frontispiece as History Master, Oxted County Grammar School. 
The book was published in 1949. 

The flyleaf tells me that it was ‘sponsored by the Oxted, Limpsfield 
and District Community Association’ and that ‘all profits (were) in 
aid of the Amenities Fund of the Oxted and Limpsfield Cottage 
Hospital’. 

The cover bears R.H.Yates’ line-drawing of a packhorse bridge at 
Hurst Green. Turn a couple of pages and there is a black-and-white 
photograph of the same bridge with a caption to the effect that 
‘unless something is done to protect this gracious souvenir of a 
bygone age, it will soon be a total ruin’. Thanks to the enthusiasm 
of Nick Withers, local historian, I am able to include here a more 
recent photograph of the bridge. It happens to be located on private 
land, as confirmed for me by Jeremy Ball, so we are not 
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encouraging investigations ‘off piste’, but Nick’s photo, taken some 
years ago, shows that it had been restored to good repair. It was in 
fact built as a private bridge over the Eden, connecting two farms. 

Readers may wonder why bother writing about books of this type 
when there is perhaps only one elderly copy languishing somewhere 
in the back of someone’s chest of drawers. The copy kindly passed 
to me by local resident Richard Houghton is very precious to its 
owner, James Calder of Oxted, and I’ll be relieved to pass it safely 
back, unblemished, once this article is completed. But I hope 
nonetheless that it’s useful for readers to know of the existence of 
such books, original copies of which can be traced via the internet to 
various dealers. Mumford was priced at £49.97 the last time I 
searched. Last year, when we were arranging sales of the recent 
Friends of Limpsfield Common (s) publication by Shirley Corke, the 
Oxted Bookseller (Payden’s – used to be Brockes – remember?) 
commented that many customers, including visitors from abroad, ask 
for books on local history, only to find there seem to be very few that 
are easily accessible, apart from these precious copies that pass 
through our appreciative hands at Chart News.  

Until browsing Mumford’s book I had quite forgotten that Barrow 
Green Court was formerly the home of Jeremy Bentham and that 
George Eliot had written much of ‘Adam Bede’ while in the 
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Limpsfield area. By the time this article appears, we will have 
enjoyed ‘Muses on the Chart’ at St Andrew’s with its 12 November 
celebration of our area’s literary and musical associations. 

Chart News readers who been enjoying the ‘Limpsfield Commons’ 
book by Shirley Corke may also enjoy the opening essay in 
Mumford with its imaginative description of the 1086 gathering at 
‘the Knoll’, a point between Oxted and Godstone on what is now 
the A25 and doubtless less charming than it was then. At this time 
King William had ordered an enquiry into all the ‘manors of the 
land’ so that he might establish his tax revenue. Mumford paints a 
lively picture of the assembly of representatives from every ‘manor’ 
in the whole of Tandridge, known as Tenhric in the year 965, then 
Tenrige in 1086. I particularly like the reference to the King’s need 
for plenty of ‘clerks with pens and inkhorns’, ready to ‘translate the 
Saxon gibberish into dignified Latin’.  

The book as a whole comprises five essays on topics including the 
Domesday Book and Oxted, Tandridge Priory, the forerunners of the 
Home Guard and, of course, CRICKET! This last features in the 
chapter entitled ‘Giants at Limpsfield’ and includes the passing 
comment that Granville Leveson Gower (of Titsey Place) was ‘a 
stylish bat’. Knowing that many of our readers are keen followers of 
cricket, and that our own pitch has recently had a major ‘make-over’ 
to the delight of all concerned, I hope that our colleagues, David 
Walsh, Neil Mackay and Pete O’Rourke, have sight of this 
reference! 

If such local history gems are close to your heart, I recommend this 
charming book! And thank you, James Calder, for making it 
available to Chart News for such an enjoyable browse. 

Deborah Langton (with warmest thanks to Nick Withers and 
Jeremy Ball for their interest in, and knowledge of, the Hurst Green 
Pack Horse Bridge). 

‘Pages from the Past in Oxted, Limpsfield and Tandridge’ by 
W.F.Mumford, MA (pub.1949) and printed by The Courier Printing 
and Publishing Company Limited, Tunbridge Wells 
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The Chart Interview

Cathy Wardlaw
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There is no better advertisement for the attractions of living on the 
Chart than the virtually unbroken sixty-three years in which Cathy 
Wardlaw has lived in Caxton Lane. Her parents, Colin and Margaret 
Lyle, moved to Chartlands in 1960 and Cathy now lives with her 
husband, Tim, in Chartlands Cottage, just above her old house, with 
the vast structure of the flats of Caxton House on the other side of the 
road behind them. Colin Lyle was a member of the sugar family, who 
died in 2020 when well into his nineties, while Margaret, who died in 
2006, had her own design agency in Limpsfield High Street called 
October House, was a skilled arranger of church flowers in St. 
Andrew’s and helped run the Evergreen Club for pensioners living on 
the Chart.  

Cathy went to school locally at Dunrobin and Manor House before 
being sent away to St. Michael’s, Petworth. She does not think it is 
her fault that all three are now closed! After learning German in 
Salzburg and a design course in London, she helped Margaret with her 
interior design business before moving to London for a few years. She 
married Tim and had three children before returning to live at 
Chartlands in 1997, her parents moving to Chartlands Cottage. Now it 
is she and Tim who live in Chartlands Cottage, the bigger house 
having recently moved out of the family’s hands. 

Living on the Chart is clearly very special to Cathy. The magnificent 
views from her garden are matched by the tranquillity of the 
surrounding fields and woodland, with the immediate area of Caxton 
Lane a walker’s paradise, as evidenced by the hugely increased 
numbers since lockdown. She cherishes the strong community feel of 
the Chart, despite its open spaces and seeming disconnectedness. 
Joyce’s, the village shop, may have been lost but the other institutions 
on the Chart are strong and welcoming. St. Andrew’s Church and its 
hall are community hubs, and Limpsfield Chart Cricket Club goes 
from strength to strength as the numbers of adult and junior cricketers 
coming to play on its re-laid outfield and sylvan setting continue to 
increase. Cathy, however, singles out the ‘Carpenter’s Arms’ as a 
welcoming venue, not out of family loyalty, but because it offers a 
place where all ages can go for company, good food and drink, a 
particular solace for the many people living on their own. 



56

Cathy’s father, Colin, was passionate about history, writing books 
himself. A fascinating historical family link is that Colin’s sister was 
married to John Frost, who earned undying fame as the commanding 
officer of 2 Para, defenders of Arnhem Bridge in September 1944. His 
role was immortalised by Anthony Hopkins in the film, A Bridge Too 
Far. Cathy knew Johnnie Frost very well and remembers he had a 
painting of the bridge at Arnhem above his dining room sideboard, by 
the well-known military and wildlife artist David Shepherd, At family 
Sunday lunch he would always nod his acknowledgement of the 
painting. By coincidence Major Robert Cain, who won the VC at 
Arnhem, lived for a time in Stack House, Oxted.  

Cathy’s own fame has rippled out along Caxton Lane and beyond for 
her culinary skills. In 2009 she entered an ITV programme called 
‘Britain’s Best Dish’, negotiated six rounds of competition and won 
the prize in the final for the ‘Best Starter in Britain’. The dish was 
‘Salmon Tartare’, infused with a liberal dollop of gin. Pre-pandemic 
she ran a business producing salad boxes for local people and still 
caters occasionally for lunch and dinner parties. 

The sixty plus years in which Cathy has lived on the Chart looks likely 
to be extended into the next generation, which is well embedded into 
Chart life. Cathy’s daughter Eloise is in charge of the Carpenter’s 
Arms and her son Freddie, training to be a psychotherapist, lives in 
Chartlands Farm at the bottom of Caxton Lane, former home of Sheila 
Hardy and her distinguished photographer husband, Bert Hardy. Not 
everyone who lives on the Chart can enjoy the stupendous views 
which Chartlands Cottage offers, but the longevity of Cathy and her 
family in the area is an affirmation of what so many of us feel about 
our good fortune in living here. 

David Walsh 
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H20 PLUMBING 
General Plumbing Services 

Alterations 
Bathroom Installations 

No Job too small 

Free Quotes 
City & Guild Trained 

Call Richard 

Tel: 01883 712523 
Mobile 07876 450420 

Richard Bowers, 46 Pollard Oaks Road, 
Hurst Green, RH8 0JL
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OXTED, SURREY

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden, 
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen 
garden and park offering panoramic 
views, enchants visitors. Enjoy the 
fine family portraits, furniture, a 
beautiful collection of porcelain and 
a marvellous set of four Canaletto 
pictures of Venice. After visiting the 
mansion house and grounds, why 
not relax in our tea room where light 
refreshments are available. 

Open season: 15th May to 22nd Sept 2021 
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every 
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank 
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30, 
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days: 23rd May, 20th June,  
18th July, 15th August
Info Line: 07889 052461  www.titsey.org 

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS  

*Please check the website for changes to opening times due to covid restrictions

OXTED, SURREY

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden, 
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen 
garden and park offering panoramic 
views, enchants visitors. Enjoy the 
fine family portraits, furniture, a 
beautiful collection of porcelain and 
a marvellous set of four Canaletto 
pictures of Venice. After visiting the 
mansion house and grounds, why 
not relax in our tea room where light 
refreshments are available. 

Open season: 17th May to 27th Sept 2023 
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every 
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank 
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30, 
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days: 28 May, 25 June, 16 July,  
13 Aug 2023
Info Line: 07889 052461  www.titsey.org 

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS  

*Please check the website for changes to opening times due to covid restrictions



60


